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their care, this cannot be achieved. The cause is said to be, first,
the great softness and richness of the soil, which makes the sugar
soft, just as with us vines, grown in rich soil, have the flavour of
it. The second reason for this is the humidity of the air in this
island, which does not allow the sugar to dry well. Wherever the
sun is, the atmosphere in this island is not, as with us in Villa di
Condi, hot and dry, but hot and moist. This is always so, except
in the months of June, July and August, when the winds blow-
ing from Ethiopia are dry and fresh. Even these winds, however,
are not enough to dry the sugar, and the plantation workers
have therefore devised a means of drying it, which is as follows.
They build a high shelter of boards, in the same way as we
build the roof of a house, fixing them carefully together above
and at the sides, with only a door and no windows. Inside this,
they build a platform six feet high, made of planks placed a
distance of four feet apart, and over this they place frames on
which the baskets of sugar are collected. Logs of very dry wood
are placed under this platform, which, when they burn, do not
make flames or smoke, but smoulder like charcoal; and in this
way they dry the sugar, as though in a stove. They then keep it
under cover of wooden boards in places, where the damp air
cannot enter, and sell it at once when the ships come, for if they
have to keep it for two or three years, it would liquify.
Description of how the merchants, who come to live in this island,
are urged by the factor of the king to buy as much land as they can
cultivate, at cheap prices. How yam roots are the chief food of the
Mori.
Only two-thirds of this island have been cleared of trees so
far, and devoted to the cultivation of sugar. But as a number of
merchants of Spagna and Portogallo, and people of other
nationalities, are settling here, the factor of the king is em-
powered to let them buy land cheaply, as much of it as he
thinks they will be able to cultivate. These people at once buy
a number of negroes and negresses, and set them to work on
the plantations, that is, clearing the land and planting sugar
cane, after burning the trees which have been cut down. A
master does not give his slaves anything whatever. They work